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Overview:

Lesson 1—Overview/Urgency
Lesson 2—Moses and Paul, Part 1 

Lesson 3—Moses and Paul, Part 2

Lesson 4—Related Doctrines

Lesson 5—The Narrow Road of Truth and Love
Lesson 6—Wrap Up/Q&A

Notes from Pastor Mike Novotny:

1. My notes in this course booklet will be italicized.  But beware!  The Bible passages are, too!
2. This Bible study attempts an active learning approach.  A large amount of research is still needed, but lecture is sparse and participation is king.  Be aware of the time commitment needed for such an approach.  I found it difficult to complete most of these lessons even with the shorter content!

3. I am in great debt to all those I interviewed personally, especially those non-WELS clergy who sacrificed their time to speak with a stranger who didn’t even share their views.  Although I disagree with their theology, I am thankful for their kindness, love, and humility in working with me.

4. The greatest benefit I found in this study was to attempt to fully understand the other positions that Christians take on this issue.  Why do some pastors promote homosexuality as a God-pleasing lifestyle?  What do they say about Sodom and Romans 1?  I believe that until you can articulate those answers in a way that others would agree with, you are not ready to teach this course.  Too much is at stake to not fully consider the opinions of others.

5. The response at Eastside Lutheran to this study was simply stunning.  Our normal Bible class attendance of 40-50 ballooned to 100+ for all six weeks.  People raved about the course.  Personally, I found it to be the most challenging and beneficial study I’ve led in six years of pastoral ministry.

6. It is absolutely imperative to create a safe environment.  Assuming that everyone in your audience is in agreement is not only false, but will trample any healthy discussion.  I found it necessary to speak clearly up front on this issue.  We are not all conservative, Republican, fully-convinced WELS members.  Assume that gay people are in your audience.  Assume that the best friends and fathers and brothers and sons of gay people are in your audience.  Speak as winsomely as if only gay people were in your audience.  Only then will you create an honest and safe environment for true discussion and growth.
7. What would I recommend for research?

a. Talk to as many people as you can from both sides of the issue.  I interviewed a WELS woman who battles this temptation, the parents of a lesbian, two gay-affirming pastors (ELCA and Methodist), one gay pastor (PCUSA), high school students, catechism class, a bisexual friend, etc.  The more stories and views you find apart from the printed word, the better!

b. Books:  Tom Eckstein, Jack Rogers, Gene Robinson, and others were helpful.  Richard Starr from WELS.  Rosaria Champagne-Butterfield (the best!).
c. Websites:  The Gay Christian Network opened my eyes to some things.

d. YouTube:  Matthew Vines’s speech after his 2 year study of the issue.

e. Lots of prayer, especially for a willingness to be wrong about everything and be completely shaped by the Word of God and nothing else.

f. Blogs:  Read from both sides and check out the comments that express what the average American thinks on this issue.
Part 1:  An Urgent Introduction
Introduction:  From Russia to the Supreme Court to Exodus International to Study Hall to the Dinner Table to the Pew…Homosexuality is not an issue for “THOSE” people out there, but for those of us “IN HERE”.
There are dozens of examples in the paper and on T.V. on in sports and culture and movies and school of the urgency of homosexuality.  As our culture continues to be a safe place for gay people to “come out”, more and more Christians either personally struggle with same-sex attraction or love someone very dearly who does.  The days of a generation ago when most gays were terrified to admit it are long gone!

Goal:  At the end of this lesson, you should personally feel the URGENCY of a biblical approach to homosexuality.

Activity:  Urgent Questions
1. In two minutes, write down at least two questions you want answered by the end of this course.

2. In the following three minutes, share your answers with those at your table.

3. In the final two minutes, rank which two questions are the most urgent for your group.

This is a key exercise.  It will unearth many of the questions your audience has and motivate them to come back since you will be promising them biblical answers to their questions.  It also starts to connect people in discussion groups, which is key in this study.  Stress that groups don’t have to agree on their answers at this point; they are just asking the questions.
Activity:  Urgent Sunday Mornings
1. Describe the variety of attitudes, right or wrong, about homosexuality that fill Eastside’s pews each weekend.

2. Then, evaluate how a young gay man would feel if he overheard a conversation by the folks listed above.
I chose to have fun names like Tolerant Tammy, Disgusted Dan, Confused Kate, Effeminate Eric, Accepting Alan, etc.  My goal here is to resonate with my audience.  I want them to be able to say, “That’s me, just with a different name.”  The second part is huge.  This shows the church the urgency of this Bible study.  If Gay Gary checks out your church and sits next to Disgusted Dan, what will happen?  Will he even hear the sermon?  Will he ever come back?  The goal is to show every person in attendance that their personal attitude (and not just the official church teaching) is vitally urgent and important.
Activity:  Urgent Understanding of Scripture
1. Read one of the 6 key sections of Scripture below, which deal with homosexuality.
2. Underline the words/phrases that seem to support the “traditional” view, which defines homosexuality as sin.

3. Circle the words/phrases that would question the “traditional” view.
This is a big picture exercise.  To lead this, you will need to be prepared for the entire study.  I found it engaging to confuse my audience by presenting both sides of the issue (if they didn’t bring it up themselves).  I want to show them that there are reasons why intelligent people don’t agree.  I want to make them see that this is not as simple as sodomy.  My goal is to make them uneasy so that they come back for solid, not trite, answers to this urgent issue.  This exercise was wonderful and a huge kick off to our study.

Leviticus 18
“The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘I am the Lord your God. 3 You must not do as they do in Egypt, where you used to live, and you must not do as they do in the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you. Do not follow their practices. 4 You must obey my laws and be careful to follow my decrees. I am the Lord your God. 5 Keep my decrees and laws, for the person who obeys them will live by them. I am the Lord.

6 “‘No one is to approach any close relative to have sexual relations. I am the Lord.
7 “‘Do not dishonor your father by having sexual relations with your mother. She is your mother; do not have relations with her.
8 “‘Do not have sexual relations with your father’s wife; that would dishonor your father.
9 “‘Do not have sexual relations with your sister, either your father’s daughter or your mother’s daughter, whether she was born in the same home or elsewhere.
10 “‘Do not have sexual relations with your son’s daughter or your daughter’s daughter; that would dishonor you.
11 “‘Do not have sexual relations with the daughter of your father’s wife, born to your father; she is your sister.
12 “‘Do not have sexual relations with your father’s sister; she is your father’s close relative.
13 “‘Do not have sexual relations with your mother’s sister, because she is your mother’s close relative.
14 “‘Do not dishonor your father’s brother by approaching his wife to have sexual relations; she is your aunt.
15 “‘Do not have sexual relations with your daughter-in-law. She is your son’s wife; do not have relations with her.
16 “‘Do not have sexual relations with your brother’s wife; that would dishonor your brother.
17 “‘Do not have sexual relations with both a woman and her daughter. Do not have sexual relations with either her son’s daughter or her daughter’s daughter; they are her close relatives. That is wickedness.
18 “‘Do not take your wife’s sister as a rival wife and have sexual relations with her while your wife is living.
19 “‘Do not approach a woman to have sexual relations during the uncleanness of her monthly period.
20 “‘Do not have sexual relations with your neighbor’s wife and defile yourself with her.
21 “‘Do not give any of your children to be sacrificed to Molek, for you must not profane the name of your God. I am the Lord.
22 “‘Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman; that is detestable.
23 “‘Do not have sexual relations with an animal and defile yourself with it. A woman must not present herself to an animal to have sexual relations with it; that is a perversion.
24 “‘Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways, because this is how the nations that I am going to drive out before you became defiled. 25 Even the land was defiled; so I punished it for its sin, and the land vomited out its inhabitants. 26 But you must keep my decrees and my laws. The native-born and the foreigners residing among you must not do any of these detestable things, 27 for all these things were done by the people who lived in the land before you, and the land became defiled. 28 And if you defile the land, it will vomit you out as it vomited out the nations that were before you.
29 “‘Everyone who does any of these detestable things—such persons must be cut off from their people. 30 Keep my requirements and do not follow any of the detestable customs that were practiced before you came and do not defile yourselves with them. I am the Lord your God.’”
Leviticus 20

“The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Say to the Israelites: ‘Any Israelite or any foreigner residing in Israel who sacrifices any of his children to Molek is to be put to death. The members of the community are to stone him. 3 I myself will set my face against him and will cut him off from his people; for by sacrificing his children to Molek, he has defiled my sanctuary and profaned my holy name. 4 If the members of the community close their eyes when that man sacrifices one of his children to Molek and if they fail to put him to death, 5 I myself will set my face against him and his family and will cut them off from their people together with all who follow him in prostituting themselves to Molek.
6 “‘I will set my face against anyone who turns to mediums and spiritists to prostitute themselves by following them, and I will cut them off from their people.
7 “‘Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the Lord your God. 8 Keep my decrees and follow them. I am the Lord, who makes you holy.
9 “‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to death. Because they have cursed their father or mother, their blood will be on their own head.
10 “‘If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife—with the wife of his neighbor—both the adulterer and the adulteress are to be put to death.
11 “‘If a man has sexual relations with his father’s wife, he has dishonored his father. Both the man and the woman are to be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.
12 “‘If a man has sexual relations with his daughter-in-law, both of them are to be put to death. What they have done is a perversion; their blood will be on their own heads.
13 “‘If a man has sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. They are to be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.
14 “‘If a man marries both a woman and her mother, it is wicked. Both he and they must be burned in the fire, so that no wickedness will be among you.
15 “‘If a man has sexual relations with an animal, he is to be put to death, and you must kill the animal.
16 “‘If a woman approaches an animal to have sexual relations with it, kill both the woman and the animal. They are to be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.
17 “‘If a man marries his sister, the daughter of either his father or his mother, and they have sexual relations, it is a disgrace. They are to be publicly removed from their people. He has dishonored his sister and will be held responsible.
18 “‘If a man has sexual relations with a woman during her monthly period, he has exposed the source of her flow, and she has also uncovered it. Both of them are to be cut off from their people.
19 “‘Do not have sexual relations with the sister of either your mother or your father, for that would dishonor a close relative; both of you would be held responsible.
20 “‘If a man has sexual relations with his aunt, he has dishonored his uncle. They will be held responsible; they will die childless.
21 “‘If a man marries his brother’s wife, it is an act of impurity; he has dishonored his brother. They will be childless.
22 “‘Keep all my decrees and laws and follow them, so that the land where I am bringing you to live may not vomit you out.23 You must not live according to the customs of the nations I am going to drive out before you. Because they did all these things, I abhorred them. 24 But I said to you, “You will possess their land; I will give it to you as an inheritance, a land flowing with milk and honey.” I am the Lord your God, who has set you apart from the nations.
25 “‘You must therefore make a distinction between clean and unclean animals and between unclean and clean birds. Do not defile yourselves by any animal or bird or anything that moves along the ground—those that I have set apart as unclean for you. 26 You are to be holy to me because I, the Lord, am holy, and I have set you apart from the nations to be my own.  27 “‘A man or woman who is a medium or spiritist among you must be put to death. You are to stone them; their blood will be on their own heads.’”

1 Corinthians 6:1-11

“If any of you has a dispute with another, do you dare to take it before the ungodly for judgment instead of before the Lord’s people? 2 Or do you not know that the Lord’s people will judge the world? And if you are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this life! 4Therefore, if you have disputes about such matters, do you ask for a ruling from those whose way of life is scorned in the church? 5 I say this to shame you. Is it possible that there is nobody among you wise enough to judge a dispute between believers? 6 But instead, one brother takes another to court—and this in front of unbelievers!
7 The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have been completely defeated already. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated? 8 Instead, you yourselves cheat and do wrong, and you do this to your brothers and sisters. 9 Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men[a] 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”
a. The words men who have sex with men translate two Greek words that refer to the passive and active participants in homosexual acts.

1 Timothy 1:3-11

“As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may command certain people not to teach false doctrines any longer 4 or to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies. Such things promote controversial speculations rather than advancing God’s work—which is by faith. 5 The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 6 Some have departed from these and have turned to meaningless talk. 7 They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not know what they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm.  8 We know that the law is good if one uses it properly. 9 We also know that the law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers, 10 for the sexually immoral, for those practicing homosexuality, for slave traders and liars and perjurers—and for whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine 11 that conforms to the gospel concerning the glory of the blessed God, which he entrusted to me.”

Genesis 19:1-13

“The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gateway of the city. When he saw them, he got up to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground. 2 “My lords,” he said, “please turn aside to your servant’s house. You can wash your feet and spend the night and then go on your way early in the morning.”
“No,” they answered, “we will spend the night in the square.”
3 But he insisted so strongly that they did go with him and entered his house. He prepared a meal for them, baking bread without yeast, and they ate. 4 Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of the city of Sodom—both young and old—surrounded the house. 5 They called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with them.”
6 Lot went outside to meet them and shut the door behind him7 and said, “No, my friends. Don’t do this wicked thing. 8 Look, I have two daughters who have never slept with a man. Let me bring them out to you, and you can do what you like with them. But don’t do anything to these men, for they have come under the protection of my roof.”
9 “Get out of our way,” they replied. “This fellow came here as a foreigner, and now he wants to play the judge! We’ll treat you worse than them.” They kept bringing pressure on Lot and moved forward to break down the door.
10 But the men inside reached out and pulled Lot back into the house and shut the door. 11 Then they struck the men who were at the door of the house, young and old, with blindness so that they could not find the door.
12 The two men said to Lot, “Do you have anyone else here—sons-in-law, sons or daughters, or anyone else in the city who belongs to you? Get them out of here, 13 because we are going to destroy this place. The outcry to the Lord against its people is so great that he has sent us to destroy it.”
Romans 1:18-2:1

“The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.

21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.

24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.

26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts.  Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.

28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done.29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32 Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.

2 You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things.”

Conclusion:  “I really enjoyed BIC, but I stopped coming because…”
My concluding story was about a woman who was loving our church and Bible Information Class until this issue came up.  She walked away from everything.  When I followed up with her, I found out that she wasn’t even rejecting our teaching, but the things that were often connected with this issue like gay bashing, bullying, etc.  (And this even after expanding our BIC curriculum to study it a bit more in depth!)  The point of this story, or the one you insert in its place, is to prove that what you say and don’t say will have an effect today on people God loves.  A simplistic approach to preaching on this will say more than you intended it to and some will walk away from the gospel b/c they assumed something you never intended.  Therefore, it’s urgent that we all understand God’s Word extremely well on this issue.
Lesson 2:  Moses and Paul, Part 1

Introduction:  6/31,173 Bible passages.  Confusing.  Complicated.  Mysterious.  Unknowable.  But for many, life-changing…
To prepare for this introduction, watch the video of Harvard student Matthew Vines as he communicates what a cross the traditional message on homosexuality is and that the message might not even be what the “key 6 passages” are even saying. Set the stage with the study of 5-6 key passages over lessons 2 and 3.
Goal:  By the end of this lesson, you should be able to prove that the Old and New Testaments clearly AGREE on God’s view of same-sex behavior.
Leviticus 18:1-5, 22
“The Lord said to Moses, 2 ‘Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘I am the Lord your God. 3 You must not do as they do in Egypt, where you used to live, and you must not do as they do in the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you. Do not follow their practices. 4 You must obey my laws and be careful to follow my decrees. I am the Lord your God. 5 Keep my decrees and laws, for the person who obeys them will live by them. I am the Lord…22Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman; that is detestable.’’”
1. Verse 22 forbids SEXUAL RELATIONS between MEN
Leviticus 20:7-8, 13
7 “Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the Lord your God. 8 Keep my decrees and follow them. I am the Lord, who makes you holy…13If a man has sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. They are to be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.”
1. Verse 13 lists the punishment for MEN having sexual relations with other MEN
Activity:  The Leviticus Dilemma

1. Based on the passages below, explain the dilemma Christians face when applying Leviticus to today?
a. “The pig is unclean for you…you must not eat their meat.” –Leviticus 11:8
b. “Be holy, because I [God] am holy.” –Leviticus 11:45

c.  “Love your neighbor as yourself.” –Leviticus 19:18

d. “Do not wear clothing woven of two kinds of material.” –Leviticus 19:19
An important exercise since this is a common objection by our culture.  Some throw out Leviticus entirely b/c of shellfish, mixed clothing laws, etc.  But even the most pagan person agrees on loving your neighbor.  So, we all agree on obeying some, but not all of the laws in Leviticus.

Since the Old Testament is often a mix of moral laws, civil laws, and ceremonial laws, we are forced to decide which commands are time-BOUND and which commands are timeLESS  But who decides?   A:  The NEW TESTAMENT (aka GOD!)  The key is whether it agrees!
A few examples are helpful.  Talk about pork and Peter/Cornelius.  Talk about the Sabbath Day and Col. 2.

1 Corinthians 6:9-11

 9 Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”
1. The phrase “men who have sex with men” is the NIV2011’s translation of two highly-debated Greek words:

a. Malakoi—Literally, “SOFT”, but most often used to describe an effeminate man.

b. Arsenokoitoi—Literally, “Men who takes to BED (koitoi) other MEN (arsen).”

c. Meaning=PAUL agrees with MOSES
Note:  You will need to spend hours reading all the literature on these two key words.  Once again, be able to articulate the various views on the two Greek words.  This will come into play later in this lesson, too.

2. Activity:  Sin is Sin

a. Complete Paul’s equation (=, >, or <):  Greed___Drunkenness____Slander____Adultery____Gay Sex

b. Apply that equation to each of the different “Eastside attitudes” that you identified in lesson 1.
A HUGE exercise.  The passages that address homosexuality often address other sins that many Christians don’t take seriously.  I stressed the drunkenness and slander applications since in the WELS we call those sins “having a good time” and “venting to our spouse”.  We accept one and are disgusted with the other.  But Paul won’t allow that kind of hypocritical thinking.
For the second part, go back to the funny names of lesson one and apply the passage.  Is Tammy also “tolerant” of greed and adultery?  Is Dan disgusted by his own slander and drunkenness?  Prove that we often have varying views of sins, based on our struggle with them.  Pretty much everyone in the room should feel like a hypocrite at this point.  (
3. “And that is what some of you were.  But you were washed…”—Paul refuses to define repentant believers by their past SIN or their present STRUGGLE  Instead, they are defined by CHRIST!
a.  “You were washed”—Baptized.  Cleansed.  Pure.  
b.  “You were justified”—Declared not guilty.  Free.  Released.
c.  “You were sanctified”—Made holy.  Set apart.  Sacred.
4. Activity:  Grace is Grace
a. Analyze:  If they daily struggle with sins, a repentant Christian should say, “I am a drunk.  I am slanderous.  I am gay.  I am depraved.”

In my research, I learned that identity is vitally important for us all, including those who are gay.  But Jesus redefines who we are and how God labels us.  Spend lots of time here since this gospel is priceless.  In addition, pastor, please skim the New Testament with a highlighter and check out how God and his apostles speak to and about Christians.  They rarely, by comparison, call them sinners.  They often call them saints.  Crunch the numbers for yourselves and you’ll see the imbalance of gospel identity the NT bestows on God’s people.  Paul writes to the “saints” in _______, not the “sinners and saints” at ________________.  Although they struggle with sin, it does not define them anymore.  
Objection!  Not everyone is convinced by Paul’s “mysterious Greek words,” which are used to prove Leviticus is a timeless moral command.

1.  Gene Robinson (Gay Episcopalian bishop)—“The Greek word arsenokoitai is an even greater mystery.  It is found nowhere else in Scripture—nor is there any record of it being used in any other contemporaneous text.  We have nothing…to give us guidance as to its meaning…Do we really want to base our condemnation of an entire group of people on a shaky translation of an unknowable Greek word?  A reasonable person, not to mention a compassion Christian, would not.”
Your research on the key Greek words (Cf. Matthew Vines) will reveal that a compound word isn’t always equal to the sum of its parts.  My honeymoon didn’t involve pouring honey on the moon.  Also, arsenokoitai is sometimes used in lists of economic sins, leading some to conclude that this is some sort of sex trade/slavery and not a committed gay relationship.

The Septuagint Speaks

The Septuagint (aka the “LXX”) is a famous GREEK translation of the HEBREW Old Testament.  It was written in the 3rd century B.C (300-200 years before Christ) and widely used in the ancient world.  

From Moses to the LXX to Paul:  A Common Thread

1. Lev. 18:22—καὶ μετὰ ἄρσενος [arsen] οὐ κοιμηθήσῃ κοίτην [koiten] γυναικός βδέλυγμα γάρ ἐστιν.
2. Lev. 20:13—καὶ ὃς ἂν κοιμηθῇ μετὰ ἄρσενος [arsen] κοίτην [koiten] γυναικός βδέλυγμα ἐποίησαν ἀμφότεροι θανατούσθωσαν ἔνοχοί εἰσιν.
3. How do we know the same-sex prohibitions of Leviticus are timeless?  Because Paul repeated them with the exact same WORDS!
4. Ron (A Christian who is battling his same-sex attraction; Lead writer for the Gay Christian Network)—“Naturally, over the years, I’ve spent a lot of effort trying to discover a “spin” on these passages which would enable me to embrace a gay relationship. But each time I’ve tried to do so, I’ve found that my conscience clobbers my pro-gay arguments…The key debate over this passage concerns the meaning of the term arsenokoitai. There is a lot of debate over this word, but having studied Greek, it seems to me fairly self-evident that arsenokoitai is a compound word referring to those offenders condemned in Leviticus 18:22. In the Septuagint, we find “You shall not lie [koiten] with a male [arsenos] as with a woman; it is an abomination” (Leviticus 18:22).  The linguistic problem seems to me to be exactly analogous to this: suppose I have an Old Testament text which says, “It is unlawful to lay bricks,” and I have a New Testament text that says “bricklayers are lawbreakers.” It would seem inconceivable to me to say that ‘Greek scholars don’t know exactly what bricklayer means.’  But most compound words have obvious meanings.  A homosexual, for example, is a person sexually attracted to their own sex.”
This is one of the biggest biblical proofs for me personally on this issue.  There is such a unity to the Bible’s wording and teaching that I find it hard to disagree with Ron’s argumentation above.  As a gay pastor admitted, “The case for a traditional belief on this is easy.  The case to accept homosexuality is more difficult and nuanced.”  Amen to that!

Activity:  Sin & Grace in Action
1. Revise the following false statements to make them biblically true:

a.  “The Bible passages about homosexuality are too confusing to label homosexuality a sin.”

b. “Homosexuality is the worst sin of all!”

c. “If you eat BLT’s, you shouldn’t call homosexuality a sin because Leviticus condemns eating pork, too!”

d. “There is no hope for a homosexual.”

e. “I struggle with same-sex desires.  I guess I’m gay.”

I would assign 1-2 of these to each group.  They will give your people a chance to apply law and gospel to this issue.

Conclusion:  A drunk man on a donkey…
Picture a drunk guy getting on a donkey and falling off to the left.  Bruised and aching, he gets up, gets back on, and leans far to the right…and falls off again.  The point?  On this issue, people are leaning hard to “acceptance” because of the “harsh truth” lean of the previous generation.  This is important for people to know at this point b/c some will assume you are just calling the “conservative” Christians right and justifying all their attitudes, pride, bullying, etc.  Plant the seed here that this course will warn us from using the truth of the Word to disregard other truths of the Word like love, humility, gentleness, etc.
Lesson 3:  Moses and Paul, Part 2

Introduction:  Sodomy seems simple…until Ezekiel 16.
I never knew about Sodom/Ezekiel until an atheist confronted me on it.  I assumed that the Bible connected Sodom’s punishment to homosexuality, but I started to be unsure.  For many, Sodom is all they know about the issue.  Could they, could we, be wrong?
Goal:  At the end of this lesson, you will be able to identify the BEST and the WORST passages to use in articulating a biblical stance on homosexuality.
Genesis 19:1-13

The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gateway of the city. When he saw them, he got up to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground. 2 “My lords,” he said, “please turn aside to your servant’s house. You can wash your feet and spend the night and then go on your way early in the morning.”
“No,” they answered, “we will spend the night in the square.”
3 But he insisted so strongly that they did go with him and entered his house. He prepared a meal for them, baking bread without yeast, and they ate. 4 Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of the city of Sodom—both young and old—surrounded the house. 5 They called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with them.”
6 Lot went outside to meet them and shut the door behind him7 and said, “No, my friends. Don’t do this wicked thing. 8 Look, I have two daughters who have never slept with a man. Let me bring them out to you, and you can do what you like with them. But don’t do anything to these men, for they have come under the protection of my roof.”
9 “Get out of our way,” they replied. “This fellow came here as a foreigner, and now he wants to play the judge! We’ll treat you worse than them.” They kept bringing pressure on Lot and moved forward to break down the door.
10 But the men inside reached out and pulled Lot back into the house and shut the door. 11 Then they struck the men who were at the door of the house, young and old, with blindness so that they could not find the door.
12 The two men said to Lot, “Do you have anyone else here—sons-in-law, sons or daughters, or anyone else in the city who belongs to you? Get them out of here, 13 because we are going to destroy this place. The outcry to the Lord against its people is so great that he has sent us to destroy it.”
Activity:  Did the Sodomites commit sodomy?

1. Compare Genesis 19:1-13, Ezekiel 16:49-50, and Jude 7.

2. Evaluate:  God destroyed Sodom because its people were gay and proud of it.

Here are the pro’s and con’s on agreeing with the statement above:
1. Pro’s

a. The men of Sodom wanted to “know” the visiting men.

b. Jude 7 labels one of Sodom’s sins as perversion.  The Greek mentions “going off after other/strange flesh.”  “Other” could refer to male flesh instead of female flesh.

c. Ezekiel 16 mentions the word “detestable”, which is also used for homosexuality in Lev. 18/20.

d. Early writers such as Philo and Josephus agree with this.

2. Con’s

a. Of the 29 uses of “Sodom” in the Bible, none explicitly labels the sin as homosexuality.  Many mention a lack of hospitality, pride, perversion (gang rape?), etc.

b. Lot, a citizen of Sodom, tries to give his female daughters to the men.  An odd move if he knew they were gay…

c. Jesus brings up Sodom when talking about his disciples receiving hospitality from their mission field.

d. Jude 7 mentions perversion, which gang rape certainly is.

e. “Other flesh” to angelic flesh, which would line up with an early Jewish myth about just such an issue.

f. There is documentation in the ancient world about straight men raping other men just to show their dominance.  It wasn’t a gay thing, but a power thing.

Conclusion:  Personally, I’m not convinced anymore that Sodom’s sin was homosexual activity.  It might be, but it is foolish to start here with an educated person on the issue.  I think I could debate you based on the points above that Sodom was wicked, but not because of sexual orientation.

Romans 1:24-32
24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.

26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts.  Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.

28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done.29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32 Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.”
1.  “They worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator” (v.25)—At the very heart of idolatry is serving SOMEONE or SOMETHING ahead of God himself.  In the Gentiles’ case, they often loved PLEASURE more than they loved God.
2. Verses 26-27 are perhaps the clearest condemnation of same-sex activity in the entire Bible:

a. “Woman…in the same way, men”

b. “Unnatural”

c. “Inflamed with lust for one another”

d. “Error/Shameful acts”

3. Activity:  Clear or Cloudy?

a. Based on the text and context of Romans 1, appraise the following statements from those who claim Paul’s words aren’t what they seem:

i. “Paul is preaching against heterosexuals who rejected their sexual nature and had gay relationships.”  (Matthew Vines claims this.  Could this be a part of pagan worship?  No!  The phrase “inflamed with lust for one another” means that this wasn’t a straight guy forced into gay sex as part of some pagan religion.  He enjoyed it.  Lusted after it.)
ii. “Paul is condemning the common Roman practice of older men using younger boys as sex objects.”  (While pederasts certainly were known, the same practice did not exist with older women and younger women.  That’s not Paul’s point.)
iii. “Paul didn’t understand, as we do, that homosexuality was natural for some men and women.  If he would have, he would have said, ‘God loves gay people.’”  (All sorts of deep issues here.  A lack of belief in verbal inspiration comes into play, which the ELCA, Methodist, and PCUSA pastors all denied.  Also, it’s false.  Check Wikipedia and the Latin poets on the issue in the 1st century.  Martial and Juvenal talk of gay weddings between consenting men!  Paul certainly know of gay relationships apart from men/boys, pagan worship, etc.)
4. Activity:  No Hypocrisy Allowed
a. Read Romans 1:28-32.

b. In the space below, draw pictures of the kinds of people that Paul is condemning in these verses.

Involve kinesthetic learning here (and laugh a little).  This activity echoes 1 Cor. 6 in that it doesn’t let us label homosexuality as sinful without labeling all other sins the same way.  Note Rom. 2:1 about judging others!
5. Activity:  The Rest of Romans

a. Read Romans 3:19-24.

b. Based on those words, compose the mini-sermon Paul would preach to both the repentant violators of Romans 1:26-27 and those of Romans 1:28-32.

Every type of sinner desperately needs the gospel.  Preach it with direct application to those who struggle with same-sex desires.  Do this from the pulpit, too.  Don’t just apply the gospel to gossips and porn users, but to those battling a barrage of gay and lesbian thoughts and temptations.  They are justified, too!

Conclusion:  Baptizing babies—The best and the worst texts…
Convincing a Baptist with the verses on “families” being baptized is foolish.  It’s too uncertain to decide the issue.  You have to start with original sin (Ps. 51 and Eph. 2) and move to the promises of baptism (1 Pet. 3, etc.). That’s a wiser approach.  Likewise, on this issue.  Don’t start with Sodom.  You may not want to mention it at all.  Start with Romans 1 and 1 Cor. 6.  That’s much clearer.

Lesson 4:  Beyond the “Key 6”

Opening Activity:  I Object!
1. At your table, list the objections raised against the traditional biblical position on homosexuality.
2. Circle the objection that is personally the hardest for you to answer.

This is an important exercise since most of the objections raised vs. the biblical position are not based on the key 6 passages.  Few people know any reasons to deny those passages, but a growing number recite these objections.  They include, but are not limited to…
1. God loves all people.

2. Jesus sided with the marginalized and oppressed.

3. Jesus opposed the organized church of his day…and would do so today, too!

4. You sin, too!

5. You pick and choose passages.

6. Times change.

7. We know more about gender/sexual orientation now than they did then.

8. Are you homophobic?

9. So, you support gay bullying?

10. Gay kids are killing themselves b/c of people like you.

11. Lots of Christians disagree with you.

12. God doesn’t make mistakes.  He created them that way.

13. Jesus says you shouldn’t judge people.

Goal:  By the end of this lesson, you will be able to ANSWER the most common misconceptions of the biblical view of homosexuality.
Activity:  Answer the “Born-That-Way” Objection:

1. At your table, explain the reasoning behind the belief, “If God is the creator, then being created gay can’t be wrong.”

2. Read Psalm 51:5 and Ephesians 2:3 and provide a biblical answer to this common objection.

3. Get 52 bonus points if you can name another Bible passage that would make the same point.

This objection is voiced by pop singer Lady Gaga in her hit, “Born This Way”.  Or, as one of our WELS high school students remarked, “God makes us special in our own way and he never messes up, so he wants gay people to be like that.”  
The answer comes back to original sin.  What we feel by our nature is sinful and wrong.  My children were ridiculously selfish by nature.  I didn’t have to teach them how to throw a tantrum, whine, complain, take stuff from other kids, want to get their way, etc.  They knew how to do that on their own!  My mom could attest that this didn’t begin with my children, but is hereditary!

The debate about nature vs. nurture is completely moot from God’s point of view.  Whether a person is born gay or the factors of their early years, relationships, etc. cause them to feel/choose this lifestyle doesn’t matter.  What matters is what the Bible says about this, which we have studied in lessons 2-3.

Activity:  Answer the “Judge Not!” Objection:

1. At your table, explain the reasoning behind the belief, “Who am I to judge?”

2. Read Mathew 7:1-5 and defend this statement—“God wants us to judge other people.”

3. Get 49 bonus points if you can name a Bible story that proves believers are supposed to judge others.

This is a memory treasure that most pagans know!  (  Unfortunately, everything about the context of that passage is ignored by most who quote it.  Read it and see that Jesus is condemning hypocritical judging, not the type of judging where we label activities sinful or permissible.  Jesus wants us to take the specks of sin out of our brother’s eye, but only after removing the plank out of our own eye.
We should, however, note the hypocrisy many “conservative” Christians have in getting buzzed, promoting their drinking on Facebook, gossiping about others, making fun of gay people, and then being so harsh in their condemnation of this sin.  The gay community has a point about our picking and choosing…

Examples of God commanding us to judge/test/discern/correct/rebuke/etc. abound in the Bible.  That was the job of the prophets.  Jesus sent his disciples out to preach repentance.  Paul judged Peter in Gal. 2.  The Bereans judged Paul in Acts 17.  Etc.

Activity:  Answer the “Jesus Loved All” Objection:

1. At your table, explain the reasoning behind the belief, “Based on the Gospels, Jesus would have accepted the excluded gay community.”
2. Read Luke 5:32 and John 8:11 and determine the difference between love and acceptance.

3. Get 73 ½ bonus points if you can give an example of Jesus not accepting an unrepentant person.

Jesus often included those excluded by the Pharisees and religious community.  However, the passages prove that he didn’t take them as they were and allow them to stay that way.  He loved unconditionally, but refused to accept unrepentant sin.  The struggling hookers were welcome to eat with Jesus, but there is no indication that he was okay with them continuing in their line of work.

John 8 is priceless.  “I don’t condemn you.  Now, go and sin no more.”  What would Jesus say to the young gay man who realizes he has been sinning?  The same thing!  He would forgive and command him to leave his sinful lifestyle and fight against it with the help of God.

Examples of Jesus not accepting the unrepentant are the rich young ruler and the Pharisees.
Activity:  Answer the “But Times Change!” Objection:

1. At your table, explain the reasoning behind these quotes:  

a. “God spoke to me through experience regarding homosexuality…In the years of seminary I began to see that the bible is much more than a set of words and rules to live by…God gave the church the weighty responsibility to continue that ability of interpreting and applying the law to each generation.”

b. “We can’t nail down what God said and apply that forever…I think God is much more fun and engaging than that.”

2. Read 2 Timothy 3:16 and 2 Peter 1:21 and contrast those verses with the quotes above.

3. Get 39 bonus points if you assess why rejecting the divine authorship of the Bible (=God’s Word) destroys the moral case against homosexuality.

The quotes are from an ELCA and a Methodist pastor.  In my interviews, I noticed that all three pro-gay pastors embraced neo-orthodoxy and denied verbal inspiration.  “Who knows who wrote Leviticus?” the ELCA pastor said.  “I don’t agree with John,” the Methodist added.  More than one referred to Scripture as the “Living Word,” implying that the interpretation was changing based on the times in which we live.
At the heart of my research was this point.  It’s useless to start debating about homosexuality if you are coming from different grounds.  You may have to start with inspiration before turning to the inspired word as your proof!  Or…you could preach the Word and let the Spirit convince the audience of inspiration!  (
Activity:  Answer the “Unrepentant Homosexuals are Hell-bound!” Argument:
1. At your table, explain the reasoning behind the belief that you cannot be proud of being gay and yet be saved.
2. Read Psalm 19:12-13 and Hebrews 10:26 and defend the following statement—“Some who are proud of being gay will be saved.”
3. Get 65 bonus points if you can apply Martin Luther’s words to this issue—“What sins should we confess?  A:  Before God, we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not aware of.”

This is the most challenging one, but vitally important.  What is a lack of repentance?  It’s knowing full well what God says and rejecting it!  Does that apply to all who are living an openly gay lifestyle?  For many, perhaps most, yes.  But, for some, no.  Given the vast amounts of “scholarship” and whole denominations supplying their members with new explanations for the key 6 passages, I don’t think it’s correct to assume that every person in a gay pride parade is damned to hell.  For some, their sin is “hidden” to them.
Compare this to the female evangelical preacher.  Is she sinning by preaching?  Yes.  Is she aware of it and unrepentant?  I don’t think so.  We could supply our own examples, too.  Thankfully, we don’t have to live in the terror that we misunderstand a certain command and will be condemned for it.  We ask God to forgive whatever ignorance we may have.

Conclusion:  Role Play!
If time allows, have a class member respond to your objections.  Can he/she answer in a gentle, loving, brave way?
Lesson 5:  The Narrow Road
Opening Activity:  Truth Without Love:

1. Take two quiet minutes to make a list of sins a “traditional” church might commit as it deals with the same-sex attraction of its community and its own members.

2. Share the top two items on your list with your table.

3. As a group, prioritize the most common sins many Christians commit in dealing with this issue.

The sins of WELS, its pastors, and its members against the gay community are countless.  Personally, I have exponentially increased that number.  What sins do we commit?
1. Gay jokes.

2. Impersonations of effeminate gays.

3. Using words like “fag” and “dyke” and “queer.”

4. Saying, “That’s gay!”

5. Preaching about “those people out there,” while strugglers were among “us in here”.

6. Judging hypocritically.  Their SIN vs. my sin.

7. Expecting immediate change.

8. Being disgusted by that sin and not my own.

9. Applying the gospel to many types of sin and neglecting this one in preaching.

10. Having communities where those struggling don’t feel loved and supported in their fight.

11. Many, many, many more.

12. Acting like every gay person was carrying a sign and throwing the issue in our face.  Most are not.  They/we are confused, hurting, questioning, feeling odd and excluded.

Goal:  By the end of this lesson, you should FEEL the same way about homosexuals as GOD does.
A Church of TRUTH & LOVE
1. We want to fear, love, and trust in GOD (and his WORD above all things.
a. 2 Timothy 4:2-5—“Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. 3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.”
b. Circle the words in the passage above that apply to teaching God’s Word on homosexuality today?
Almost every word does!  For those of us in WELS, the words “great patience”, “careful instruction,” “keep your head,” “endure hardship,” etc. apply in a pointed way.

2. We want to love the people of this world (including LGBT’s) as much as GOD loves them.
a. “Be imitators of God as dearly loved children.” (Ephesians 5:1)

b. “Love does no harm to its neighbor.” (Romans 13:10)

c. “Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  (Matthew 9:11)
d. “Carry each other’s burdens.” (Galatians 6:2)

I found this to be too many passages to dig in deeply enough.  But the passages are crucial.  Jesus weeps over the unrepentant.  We should, too.  
Activity:  Expectations

1. Read Apostle Paul’s words in Romans 7:14-25, written after 25 years of being an apostle!

2. Compare Paul’s “Christian life” with your own in the space below.

3. Apply both Paul’s and your own experience to your expectations of a Christian who battles same-sex attraction.

Paul did what he hated.  What do you expect of the gay man that comes to your church?  Will you be shocked that he still goes back to his ex-boyfriend?  That he went to a gay bar the night before church?  That he still desires, still embraces, still kisses, still has sex with other men?
You should not be.  After all your years under grace, you struggle with the same stuff.  Spiritual growth is slow and frustrating.  The sinful nature relentless.  We must be as patient with our brothers and sisters who struggle with same-sex desires as we are with our own struggles!
Activity:  Defining Love

1. If you don’t struggle with same-sex desires, imagine that you did.  Fill in the following chart:
	When it comes to…
	this would help,
	but this would hurt.

	Sermons on homosexuality…


	Lots of truth.  Answers to the common objections.  Including this struggle in both your law and gospel preaching.  Addressing those who sin against gay people, too.  Lots and lots and lots of including gospel.  Make me feel included and forgiven.  Show me Jesus.
	The opposite!

	The way members talk about the gay community…


	Compassion, kindness, love.  A desire to reach and serve and bless the gay community with truth and love.
	

	Past hatred of gay people…


	Confess it!  Admit it!  Pick up the phone and call the people you mocked.  Reach out in love and confess your sin.  
	Justify it with “truth”.  Deny it.  Don’t say anything at all.

	Reacting to my confession that I struggle with this…


	Thankfulness!  True Christian community.  Don’t withdraw, but draw near in prayer, love, support, true friendship, etc.
	Gossip, slander.  Withdrawing in awkwardness.

	Attending a Christian school…


	Sin is sin.  This struggle is like any struggle among the students.  
	Bullying.  Teasing.  Impressions. 

	Accepting a possible future without marriage…


	An honest grief at my side.  Bear this burden.  Be a true friend so that man doesn’t have to be alone.
	

	My daily struggle against this sin…


	Honest expectations.  Prayer.  Support.  Understanding.  Grace.
	

	My salvation…


	Unconditional.  By grace, through faith, not through feeling or being straight.  
	


2. Based on your “third column” sins above, write a confession you might make to God and to your fellow Christians who struggle with same-sex desires.
A great exercise.  Those who struggle desperate need to know that WELS is not like the “Christians” they meet on the internet who have a sliver of truth and no love.  Confess honestly and openly. Confess not “defending and speaking well of your neighbor” as well as not protecting him from bodily harm.  Many commandments (1st, 5th, 8th, etc.) have been broken by us…and often.
Conclusion:  A “Train Wreck Conversion” (=Narrow Road)
This was a highlight of the study.  Google this article by Rosaria Champagne-Butterfield.  She was a lesbian, women’s studies professor who became a Christian through the “narrow road” taken by a Presbyterian pastor.  It’s worth reading this whole article together (and for you to read her book, too!) and pointing out all the things the pastor did well in reaching Rosaria with the Word.

Homework:  Read this blog post on homosexuality from a WELS pastor and the (many!) comments he received.  http://ctkpalmcoast.wordpress.com/2013/04/.  Bring your reaction to both the post and the comments for next week.
Lesson 6:  Wrap-Up/Questions and Answers (TBD)
We began class by discussing the blog post above and the replies.  Good practice to see a wise/unwise approach.

Introduction:  Go back to the groups of people who come to Eastside each week.  Based on this Bible study, what would you say to each one?

I drew the narrow road and played a game called “Which Ditch?”  We discussed how many people are in a ditch of too little truth or too little love.
I spent a lot of time (20-25 minutes) on Q&A to close the study.  It was a wonderful chance to address many of the issues.  Be prepared to talk about gay marriage and think through the difference between the two kingdoms, church and government.   I found that many Christians think the government’s job is to defend the Bible’s definition of right and wrong when it comes to marriage and sexuality.

I found it helpful to talk about this like I do divorce.  Our culture has come to accept both, so it’s our job to study the Scriptures, teach our children the truth, encourage them to stand up for God, and follow his path.  We must stop whining about the “changing times” and realize that the Spirit took 120 folks, most of them blue-collar folks, and changed the world!  The government, the culture, and the organized church was against them, but they were bold, generous, and focused on Jesus, and the world would never be the same because of them (cf. the book of Acts!).  So, let’s leave our pity parties and holy huddles and get out there with law/gospel.  Walk the narrow road and watch the Spirit do again what he did in the past! 
Overall, this was the best Bible study I’ve ever experienced.  The attendance and feedback were greater than ever before and the Spirit rocked it through his Word.  Please prioritize this in your planning.  Your people, God’s people, need his direction these days.  They always have!  But this issue is front and center and they are facing it, prepared or not.  They are representing Jesus and the Bible and Christianity.  God willing, this time in the Word will help them represent him well!
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