“Doctrines That Divide”
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Brief Description

In this study we will briefly examine some of the doctrinal divisions that exist within the broad spectrum of Protestant Christianity today, presenting the historical background of the divisions and the Biblical understanding of the doctrines.
Outline

· Predestination, Election, or Free Will?

· Can a Believer Fall from Grace?

· The Sacraments—Symbols or Substance?

Introduction:

“Reformation 500” –
· Political Situation -
· Social Situation -
· Printing Press -
Luther & “Other” Protestant Reformers – 

· Martin Luther 1483-1546

· Huldrych “Ulrich” Zwingli 1484-1531
· John Calvin – 1509-1564
· Jacobus Arminius 1560-1609
“Priming the Pump” for our study –
As you think of the “fundamental doctrines” found in the Scriptures, which stand out as the most challenging to human reason?
Come up with at least three responses to this familiar criticism: “Why are there so many different Christian churches if they all claim to follow the same Bible?” 
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Doctrines That Divide: “Predestination or Free Will?”
AS TO WHY SOME ARE SAVED while  SOME ARE NOT, THE SCRIPTURES PRESENT US WITH TRUTHS THAT ARE DIFFICULT TO HARMONIZE  
	According to the Scriptures God “gets the credit” for those who are saved.
	And yet, the Scriptures tell us that those who are condemned for unbelief receive the blame for their damnation.

	You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last…(John 15:16 )

	Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing.  (Matthew 23:37)


	But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  (1 Peter 2:9)


	There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; the very words I have spoken will condemn them at the last day. (John 12:48)


	Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:3) 

	“You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just like your ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! (Acts 7:51 )

	…who has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time. (2 Timothy 1:9) 


	He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. (2 Thessalonians 1:8)


DIGGING INTO THE PASSAGES
In small groups compare and contrast the two columns.  Prepare at least 3 brief attempts at using these passages to answer the question of “why some, and not others” in connection with salvation.
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________
THE BIBLE SPEAKS ABOUT THE “ELECT” AND “ELECTION” TO SALVATION AS IF ITS READERS JUST KNOWABOUT IT AND UNDERSTAND IT.
	The words “elect” or “election” are used numerous times in the Bible to describe God’s choice of some to be saved.

	The words “predestined” is also used in the Scriptures to describe God’s choice of some to be saved.


	Jesus used the word “elect” 3 times in Matthew 24 and also used it 3 times in Mark 13.

	29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.  (Romans 8:29-30) 



	The Apostle Paul used the word “elect” or “election” 3 times in Romans (9:11; 11:7; 11:28) and 3 times in the pastoral epistles (1 Timothy 5:21; 2 Timothy 2:10; Titus 1:1).  

	5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship  through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will…11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will…(Ephesians 1:5, 11 )


	Peter used the word “elect” in 1 Peter 1:1 and the word “election” in 2 Peter 1:10. 

	When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed. (Acts 13:48)



DISCUSSION
In small groups discuss the passages above (in their context as time permits) and note the application(s) of the doctrine of election.  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________
DIGGING DEEPER INTO GOD’S WORD
Ephesians 1:3-14

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship  through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 

11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory. 

Discussion Questions

1.
When did God choose to make us his? (v. 4)

2.
How does Paul say we should feel about God choosing us before the creation of the world? 

3.
Why did God predestine us? (v. 4)

4.
So far Paul has described God choosing us before the creation of the world as a blessing which God bestowed in love. What then would be a good assumption to make about election?
5.
Since God predestined us in Christ before the creation of the world, did God know ahead of time that Adam and Eve would sin?  Then why did he go ahead with creation?
6.
Does this mean that God wanted Adam and Eve to sin? (Parents, did you ever know ahead of time that your child was going to get into trouble?  Did that foreknowledge mean you wanted your child to get into trouble?)  Were Adam and Eve able not to sin?

7.
Paul addresses God’s plan as a mystery (v. 9).  Apply that to our discussion.

8.
What is verse ten (v.10) describing?

9.
“You also were included in Christ...” (v. 13) What did that mean for the Christians in Ephesus?

10.
Think of at least three synonyms for the word “deposit” as it is used in (v. 14)  What did Paul want the Ephesians to know about God’s desire to have them in heaven one day?

Romans 8:28-39

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 

31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: 
“For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”  

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Discussion Questions

1.
How would you define election in light of these verses?

2.
In what ways is the truth of God’s election used to comfort the readers of these verses?

3.
What part does Paul say believers play in their salvation?

Other Thoughts To Consider Related to Romans 8:28-39
· The “Golden Chain” found in these verses –

· “Prescient” view of election vs. Augustinian View (Reformation View) - 

2 Thessalonians 2:13-17
13 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, because God chose you as firstfruits  to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.  16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word. 

Discussion Questions

1. What new thoughts do these verses bring to our discussion about the Doctrine of Election?
2. According to these verses by what means does God carry out his plan to save those he has chosen?
3. Describe the comfort and the warning found in these verses concerning a person’s election to salvation?
SUMMARIZING THE DIFFERING VIEWS OF ELECTION / PREDESTINATION:

“Who decides salvation and who is responsible for damnation?”



Salvation


 Damnation
	Arminianism –

· Synergism, 

· Pelagianism

· Semi-Pelagianism.


	Human will

“I decide to be saved”
or 
“I finished what God started”

	Human will

“I reject God’s offer”

	Calvinism – “God’s eternal decree by which he decided in himself what he wanted to happen to each and every man we call predestination.  Eternal life is foreordained for some, eternal damnation for others.  I confess that it is indeed a horrible decree.” 

	God’s will
	God’s will

	Election Controversy – “Does the faith which was foreseen of God flow out of the election of grace, or does the election of grace flow out of the foreseen faith? Is the election of grace based alone on God’s mercy and Christ’s merit, or also upon the conduct of man which God foresaw? Can and should a believing

Christian become certain of his election and thus of his salvation, or can and should he not become certain of them?” C.F.W Walther 1881

	God’s will “in view” of the faith that those he chose would have, or their response to God’s election of them. 
	No “volitional” resistance to conversion and God’s offer of salvation

	Confessional Lutheranism (Scripture)


	God’s will

(election / predestination)
	Human will

“Why did you reject me?”


CONCLUDING THOUGHTS:
1. Reflecting on our discussion propose at least three reasons why correctly teaching the doctrine of “predestination” as it is presented in the Scriptures is important.
-

-

-

2. Offer a brief summary of the Doctrine of Election and at least three ways to properly apply it in the life of a Christian.
-

-

-
3. Describe some ways in which we can talk to others about a Bible truth like predestination even though it remains a mystery to us.

4. Should the Doctrine of Election influence our evangelism efforts in any way?
Doctrines That Divide: “Can a Believer Fall from Grace?”

INTRODUCTION:
I walk in danger all the way; The thought shall never leave me

That Satan, who has marked his prey, Is plotting to deceive me.

This foe with hidden snares May seize me unawares

If e'er I fail to watch and pray; I walk in danger all the way.

I pass through trials all the way, With sin and ills contending;

In patience I must bear each day The cross of God's own sending.

Oft in adversity I know not where to flee

When storms of woe my soul dismay; I pass through trials all the way.

Grim death pursues me all the way; Nowhere I rest securely.

He comes by night, he comes by day, And takes his prey most surely.

A failing breath, and I In death's strong grasp may lie

To face eternity today. Grim death pursues me all the way.

I walk with angels all the way; They shield me and befriend me.

All Satan's pow'r is held at bay When heav'nly hosts attend me.

They are my sure defense; All fear and sorrow, hence!

Unharmed by foes, do what they may, I walk with angels all the way.

I walk with Jesus all the way; His guidance never fails me.

He takes my ev'ry fear away When Satan's pow'r assails me,

And, by his footsteps led, My path I safely tread.

In spite of ills that threaten may, I walk with Jesus all the way.

My walk is heav'nward all the way; Await, my soul, the morrow,

When you farewell can gladly say To all your sin and sorrow.

All worldly pomp, begone! To heav'n I now press on.

For all the world I would not stay; My walk is heav'nward all the way.

 
 
 


Underline some of your favorite Scriptural truths which you find confessed in these verses.  In one sentence provide what you believe could serve as a summary of the thoughts expressed by the author in this hymn.  _______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

FOCUSING OUR THOUGHTS:
The subject of a Christian’s perseverance / preservation in faith is an important one.  When Christ speaks of the trials and tribulations which will come upon believers, he makes the significant statement: “All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.” (Matthew 10:22)  He said this again in Matthew 24:13, “but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.”  In Revelation 21:7 Jesus also said, “He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son.”  What Scripture teaches on the final perseverance / preservation of believers may be summarized in these two statements:

1. The person who perseveres in faith does so only through God’s gracious preservation; the believer’s perseverance is a work of divine grace and omnipotence.

2. The person that falls from faith does so through his own fault; the cause of unbelief is in every case rejection of God’s Word and resistance to the operation of the Holy Spirit through the Means of Grace (the Gospel in Word & Sacraments).

LAYING THE FOUNDATION
The Scriptures present us with two sets of passages on this doctrine, which reason finds it difficult to harmonize.  In the following columns we see how they stand in sharp contrast to each other.  

God’s Promises to Preserve

Believers in the Faith
1. No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. (1 Corinthians 10:13)
2. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. (John 10:28)
3. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. (John 10:29)
4. That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day. (2 Timothy 1:12)
5. Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. (Philippians 1:6)

6. For it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. (Philippians 2:13)
7. He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 1:8)

God’s Warnings to Believers Against

Falling Away from the Faith
1. So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall! (1 Corinthians 10:12)

2. Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. (Luke 8:13)
3. Holding on to faith and a good conscience. Some have rejected these and so have shipwrecked their faith. (1 Timothy 1:19)
4. No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. (1 Corinthians 9:27)
5. It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace. (Hebrews 6:4-6)

6. Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling. (Philippians 2:12)
7. Do not be arrogant, but be afraid.  For if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either.  Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. (Romans 11:20-22)
In small groups, discuss the similarities, differences, and the possible applications of the two sets of passages.

__________________________________________________________________________________  

DIGGING DEEPER INTO GOD’S PROMISES

1 Peter 1:1-9

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

Discussion Questions
1. Looking again at (v. 1-2) outline the “process” through which God’s grace brings a person from unbelief to faith.
2. Using (v. 3-5) identify our “living hope.”  Identify our “inheritance” that is “kept in heaven.”  Apply verse 5 to our discussion of whether or not a believer can “fall from grace.”
3. Using (v. 6-7) share Peter’s explanations for why Christians are allowed to suffer.
4. Connect (v. 8-9) to Jesus’ statement, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  In what way do we receive the goal of our faith before we reach the goal of our faith.
1 Thessalonians 5:23–24

23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. 

Discussion Questions
1. Apply these verses to our discussion of whether or not a believer can “fall from grace.”
2. Can you find any warnings in these verses, or do they contain 100% comfort concerning a believer’s salvation?
LOOKING MORE CLOSELY AT GOD’S WARNINGS

Jeremiah 23:33-40

33 “When these people, or a prophet or a priest, ask you, ‘What is the message from the Lord?’ say to them, ‘What message? I will forsake you, declares the Lord.’ 34 If a prophet or a priest or anyone else claims, ‘This is a message from the Lord,’ I will punish them and their household. 35 This is what each of you keeps saying to your friends and other Israelites: ‘What is the Lord’s answer?’ or ‘What has the Lord spoken?’ 36 But you must not mention ‘a message from the Lord’ again, because each one’s word becomes their own message. So you distort the words of the living God, the Lord Almighty, our God. 37 This is what you keep saying to a prophet: ‘What is the Lord’s answer to you?’ or ‘What has the Lord spoken?’ 38 Although you claim, ‘This is a message from the Lord,’ this is what the Lord says: You used the words, ‘This is a message from the Lord,’ even though I told you that you must not claim, ‘This is a message from the Lord.’ 39 Therefore, I will surely forget you and cast you out of my presence along with the city I gave to you and your ancestors. 40 I will bring on you everlasting disgrace—everlasting shame that will not be forgotten.” 

Discussion Questions
1. Describe what God’s people had done and were doing that moved him to threaten such drastic action.
2. Was it “too late” for the Israelites or could they still repent and be forgiven?
3. Apply these verses to our discussion of whether or not a believer can “fall from grace.”
4. Discuss the application of these verses.
Matthew 26:33-35
33 Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.”  34 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.”  35 But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the other disciples said the same. 
Discussion Questions
1. Describe the context (time and place they were spoken) of these verses.

2. What warnings had Jesus given to his disciples?  Why didn’t they take them to heart?

3. In what ways could these verses be applied to our discussion of whether or not a believer can “fall from grace?”
APPLICATION / DISCUSSION

A / D
Since God will hold me accountable if I fall from faith it is my responsibility to keep myself in the faith through the Means of Grace (the Word and Sacraments)

A / D
Those who rely on their own perseverance rather than the preserving grace of God for their salvation naturally live in a continual state of spiritual and emotional torment.

UNDERSTANDING THE REASONS WHY CHRISTIANS CAN LOSE SAVING FAITH
God alone can give faith.  God alone can preserve faith, which he does through the Means of Grace (the gospel in the Word and Sacraments.)  We, however, can lose our faith.  Discuss the reasons which the Bible identifies as potential pitfalls for the Christian’s faith: 

· People lose their faith when they base it on how they feel about God.

· People can lose their faith when they place themselves in the way of temptation.

· People can lose their faith when they trust in their own works to save them.

· A lack of self-discipline also can destroy faith.

· The love of money and what it buys can also destroy faith.

· The fear of persecution can cause people to lose their faith.

· People can lose their faith when they reject a fundamental doctrine of the Bible.

CONCLUSION

1. Which description of the doctrine we are discussing best reflects the teaching of Scripture?  Be prepared to explain and defend your answer.

 A.  “Perseverance of the Saints”

B.  “Preservation of the Saints”  
2. Reflecting on our discussion propose at least three reasons why correctly teaching what the Bible says about how God “preserves” believers in faith and yet warns them about falling away from faith is important.
3. Propose three ways that the truth about a believer’s perseverance / preservation in faith might be used in our witnessing.
4. What preaching / teaching applications might be made with the truth about a believer’s   perseverance / preservation in the faith?
Doctrines That Divide:

 “The Sacraments—Symbols or Substance?”

INTRODUCTION
In light of our discussion so far on doctrines that have been a source of division among Protestant Christians recall our discussion of the question.  “How can Christians who claim to be using the same Bible for their faith come up with so many different interpretations regarding what it teaches?”

From your own experiences with members of other Christian churches describe some of the divisions that have taken place regarding the sacraments.
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________

THE MEANS OF GRACE (THE GOSPEL) ARE:

A. The written or spoken Word (the Bible).

B. The Sacraments (the Word connected to a sacred act or rite)

[image: image1.wmf]
WHAT IS A “SACRAMENT”?

A Sacrament is a sacred act or rite that ...

1. Is instituted (begun) by Christ.

2. Is used at God’s command and in connection with God’s Word.

3. Uses visible elements (water, bread, wine)

4. Offers and gives forgiveness of sins.

One way to help remember the 4 characteristics of a sacrament. Take the letters “OFFICE”: 

OFFers forgiveness; 

Instituted by Christ; 

Connected to God’s Word; 

uses an External sign.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

WHAT DOES “BAPTISM” MEAN?
Mark 7:1-4  
The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus 2 and saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed. 3 (The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. 4 When they come from the marketplace they do not eat unless they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.) 

Discussion Questions
1. In a general sense what does the word “baptism” mean?
2. Connect the “ceremonial washings” of the Jews described by Mark to the Sacrament of Baptism.

Matthew 28:18-20

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

Discussion Questions

1. According to these verses how many people does God want to be baptized?  
2. What is the specific Word of God that is to be used in Baptism?
3.
Discuss the significance of baptizing “in the name” of the Triune God.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF BAPTISM?
1. To serve as a means by which the Holy Spirit creates faith or strengthens faith.

2. Therefore baptism works faith in Christ and so the sinner is given forgiveness of sin.

WHAT ARE THE BLESSINGS OF BAPTISM?
In small groups, read the following passages and complete the sentence under each.

· Titus 3:5-7 — 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 



In baptism God  _______________________________________________________________.

· Galatians 3:26-27—26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 



In baptism, God makes me _______________________________________________________.
· Acts 2:38 —  Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 


In baptism, God  _______________________________________________________________.

· Ephesians. 5:25-27  — Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.

In baptism, God  _______________________________________________________________.

· 1 Peter 3:21 — “and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ...”

Through baptism, God  ___________________________________________________________.
GROUP DISCUSSION
1. What are some of the attitudes and practices of Baptism that Christians might develop if they believe that baptism is merely a ceremony to demonstrate a person’s commitment (or renewed commitment to God)?
2. Discuss ways in which believers can more fully “live in our baptismal grace all the days of our life.”

WHY BAPTIZE BABIES?
In small groups, read the following passages and complete the sentence under each.

· Genesis 8:21  “...even though every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood.”
· Psalm 51:5  “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.” 

· Psalm 58:3  “Even from birth the wicked go astray; from the womb they are wayward and speak lies.” 

· John 3:6  “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.”






They are _______________________________ from birth.

· Matthew 18:6 — “But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.”
· Luke 18:15‑16  “People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have him touch them. When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them.  But Jesus called the children to him and said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” 



They can __________________________________ in Jesus.

PRIVATE 
Methods of Baptism:
1
PRIVATE 
Sprinkling =  

Immersion =

Pouring =

2
· Matthew 28:19  “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations...”
· Acts 2:38-39  “Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 

· Acts 16:33  “...then immediately he and all his family were baptized.”

They are _______________________________________ in Christ’s command to baptize.
WHY DO SOME CHURCHES NOT BAPTIZE INFANTS?
They view baptism as a work of the individual.  They call it an “outward sign of an inward change.”  Since it is a work of the individual, only those who know about it and can ask for it will be baptized.  This is taught nowhere in Scripture and came into practice during the 1600’s through the Anabaptists.  
Some say that infants are either not sinful or that God doesn’t hold them accountable for their sin until they reach the “age of accountability” (about 9-12 years old).  There are those who say that infants cannot believe in Christ since they are incapable of rational thinking.  They view baptism as an act of obedience, a good work which they do for God, rather than as a means of grace, a blessed work which God does for them.

DID THE EARLY CHURCH BAPTIZE INFANTS?
Absolutely, because the early church held that baptism was a means which God used to apply grace to the individual.  Consider the following:

· The church father, Origen, born 185 A.D., tells us the practice of baptizing children was handed down to them from the apostles.

· Ireanaeus (202 A.D.), who was a student of Polycarp, who was a disciple of the Apostle John, wrote: "Christ came to save all men by himself; all, I say, who through him are reborn into God; infants, little children, boys, young men and old men."

· Augustine, born 353 A.D., said he never heard of anyone who accepted the Bible as God's Word who also rejected infant baptism.

· Numerous inscriptions on the graves in the catacombs, dating back to the very first centuries of Christianity, testify to the fact that the early Christians baptized their children.  For example, they say, “Aristus lived 8 months; he was recently baptized.”

Although we base our doctrine and faith on Scripture alone what use does this historical evidence have in a discussion of infant baptism? 

GROUP DISCUSSION
1. Under what circumstances and in what ways might the Scriptural truths about baptism be used in our witnessing?
2. Are there ways that our teaching about baptism might provide an outreach opportunity for our congregations?

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Matthew 26:17-30

17 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 

18 He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.’ ” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover. 

20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 

22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?” 

23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.” 

25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?” 

Jesus answered, “You have said so.” 

26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 

27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

Discussion Questions

1.
What special feast were they about to celebrate?  Should those circumstances shape our understanding of what was said and done and what it means?   

2.
As instituted the Lord’s Supper what visible element does He first give to them?

3.
What statement does Jesus make concerning the bread? (v.26)  

4.  
Jesus then gives them wine.  What does He say about it? (v.28)  

5. 
 What blessing does Jesus say had been given to the disciples through this?  (v.28b)  
WHAT DO I RECEIVE IN THE LORD’S SUPPER?
14 Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry. 15 I speak to sensible people; judge for yourselves what I say. 16 Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ?  1 Corinthians 10:14–16 (NIV) 

17 In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your meetings do more harm than good. 18 In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you, and to some extent I believe it. 19 No doubt there have to be differences among you to show which of you have God’s approval. 20 So then, when you come together, it is not the Lord’s Supper you eat, 21 for when you are eating, some of you go ahead with your own private suppers. As a result, one person remains hungry and another gets drunk. 22 Don’t you have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God by humiliating those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you? Certainly not in this matter! 

23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

27 So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup. 29 For those who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on themselves. 30 That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. 31 But if we were more discerning with regard to ourselves, we would not come under such judgment. 32 Nevertheless, when we are judged in this way by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be finally condemned with the world. 

33 So then, my brothers and sisters, when you gather to eat, you should all eat together. 34 Anyone who is hungry should eat something at home, so that when you meet together it may not result in judgment. 

And when I come I will give further directions. 1 Corinthians 11:17–34 (NIV) 

In small groups discuss the passages above (in their context) and record at least three applications to the Bible’s teaching about the Lord’s Supper.

-

-

-

	“TRANSUBSTANTIATION”

(Roman Catholic)
	“REPRESENTATION”

(Protestants)


	“REAL PRESENCE”
(Lutherans)

	The communicant receives:


	The communicant receives:
	The communicant receives:

	
	
	

	
	
	


THREE TEACHINGS CONCERNING THE LORD’S SUPPER
OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH ABOUT THE LORD’S SUPPER
We believe, teach, and confess that the body and blood of Christ are received with the bread and wine, not only spiritually by faith, but also orally; yet not in a cannibalistic way, but in a supernatural, heavenly mode, because of the sacramental union; as the words of Christ clearly show, when Christ gives direction to take, eat, and drink.

For the true and almighty words of Jesus Christ which He spoke at the first institution were efficacious not only at the first Supper, but they endure, are valid, operate, and are still efficacious, so that in all places where the Supper is celebrated according to the institution of Christ, and His words are used, the body and blood of Christ are truly present, distributed, and received, because of the power and efficacy of the words which Christ spoke at the first Supper.

FOR DISCUSSION

1. What are some of the attitudes and practices related to Holy Communion which Christians might develop if they believe that Holy Communion is merely a ceremony to demonstrate obedience to God or re-enact what Jesus did as a remembrance?
2. Give some examples of appropriate places to highlight the Lord’s Supper in our preaching and teaching. 
3. What are some of the attitudes and practices related to Holy Communion which Christians might develop if they believe that Holy Communion is just a dramatic ceremony in which Christ’s sacrifice is re-enacted and his body and blood are once again sacrificed for those who receive it?

WHAT ABOUT “OTHER” SACRAMENTS?
	Sacred Rights Done In Christian Churches
	Instituted By God?
	God’s Command?
	Outward / Visible

Element?
	Offers / Gives

Forgiveness?

	Baptism


	
	
	
	

	Lord’s Supper


	
	
	
	

	Confirmation


	
	
	
	

	Ordination


	
	
	
	

	Penance


	
	
	
	

	Last Rites


	
	
	
	

	Marriage


	
	
	
	


What direction do you take the discussion about “other” sacraments when asked?

FINAL Take awayS for us from our study of doctrines that divide
1. What other doctrines would you add to this study?  End Times?  Justification?  Sanctification?

2. Summarize some of the key facts that make a “Lutheran Christian’s approach to the Bible” unique or different in comparison to those in many other Christian churches.
3. List some of the ways that we can communicate the importance of a “Lutheran approach to interpreting the Bible” in our witnessing.

THE SOURCE OF Doctrinal conflicts/ false teaching?

Circling back one last time to our discussion about the source of doctrinal conflicts and false teaching reflect on the following observations.  

They are a result of:
· An underestimation of the greatness of God.

· An overestimation of the greatness of humankind.
Also consider: 18 In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you, and to some extent I believe it. 19 No doubt there have to be differences among you to show which of you have God’s approval.  (1 Corinthians 11:18–19)  

WHY DOES EVERY DOCTRINE of scripture MATTER?

1. In an age when being “divided” over anything will be met with disdain why should we continue to “stand where Luther stood” when it comes to all that God’s Word teaches?
2. Apply these verses of Scripture to our discussion of “standing where Luther stood” as we celebrate “Reformation 500.”  

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”  (1 Peter 3:15)
“Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity.  Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.” (Colossians 4:5–6)
If no Lutheran churches (conservative or liberal) existed which church body would you join and why?
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