
Fall 2022 Update

Bethany partners with Scheels
Bethany announced a new partnership with Scheels, 
a sporting goods and entertainment department store 
headquartered in Fargo, North Dakota, with locations 
in fourteen states. Through a naming rights agreement, 
Scheels Field at Bethany Lutheran College becomes a key 
component of a new activity and athletic complex on the 
Bethany campus that will also feature an 84,000 square 
foot Activity and Wellness Center currently under con-
struction. Scheels Field at BLC will be home to Bethany 
Vikings Soccer, intramural activities and events, and will 
also host a range of other community sporting events in-
cluding high school contests while welcoming thousands 
of athletes and spectators each year to the campus.

Ranked No. 1 for social mobility
Bethany Lutheran College is ranked number one in the 
State of Minnesota and number ten in the nation for grad-
uates’ social mobility—the ability to climb the success lad-
der—in the 2023 U.S. News College Rankings–National 
Liberal Arts Category. This marks the third time in the past 
four years that Bethany is the top college in Minnesota for 
social mobility. The high ranking indicates that Bethany is 
doing a great job educating students from a variety of ac-
ademic and socioeconomic backgrounds. Social mobility 
refers to the ability of a person to move upward in income 
and social class.

Enrollment reaches another record
Bethany Lutheran College’s enrollment reached another 
all-time high with a total of 832 students being served 
by the institution in Fall 2022. Included among the 832 
students were undergraduate (641), graduate (35), high 
school students enrolled at Bethany through Minnesota’s 
Post-Secondary Enrollment Option (PSEO) or through an 
online partnership with schools both locally and through-
out the nation (143), and a small number of non-degree 
seeking students (13). Bethany continues to be blessed 
with a robust international student enrollment which 
stands at 127 students from 31 countries. These students 
from throughout the world present Bethany with the op-
portunity to share the precious Gospel message with them 
during their time on campus.
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Criminal justice major now offered
Bethany is now offering a major in criminal justice. The 
criminal justice program is a sister program to Bethany’s 
legal studies major. Criminal justice is one of the most 
popular majors offered nationwide. The addition of a crim-
inal justice program allows students who want to work in 
law enforcement to attend Bethany and study in an easily 
recognizable major. The objective of criminal justice major 
is to educate and train Christian, culturally competent law 
enforcement officers in order to restore trust and respect 
between the police and the communities they serve. The 
program is fully approved by the Minnesota Office of 
Higher Education. 

Bethany is an affordable college choice
Among all the unknowns surrounding choosing the right 
college, deciding on a major, and eventually finding a 
career, one factor stands out among the rest: cost. Though 
the total price of tuition and room and board for a year 
at Bethany is $37,280, the average net price–includ-
ing scholarships, financial aid, and endowments–what 
students actually pay–is less than half that at $16,400 
per year. Bethany is priced to be affordable to all stu-
dents, regardless of background, and is one of the lowest 
overall cost private colleges in Minnesota. The majority 
of students receive an academic scholarship, an activity 
scholarship, and other discounts including coming from 
a Christian high school or having an alumni connection–
such as a parent who attended Bethany. 

News briefs
u The Bethany Lutheran College Education Department 
was awarded a $61,000 grant from the St. Paul based 
Sauer Family Foundation. The grant funds a reading inter-
ventions clinic designed to help local elementary school 
students needing supplemental reading instruction free  
of charge.

u Hanna Geistfeld, a 2022 alumna, was named a First 
Team NCAA DIII Basketball All-American, and a national 
player of the year finalist. For a time this year, her Bethany 
jersey is on display in the Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, along with other All-Americans. 

u Four Bethany students were recipients of Upper 
Midwest Emmy Student Production Awards for their work 
with various projects including the Bethany Red Eye Film 
Festival, Maverick Hockey Productions, Bethany Esports, 
and Media Arts Capstone. 

Regional Choral Fest at Bethany in ‘22
Bethany Lutheran College is honored to be hosting (for 
the first time ever) a Regional WELS Choral Fest. The event 
entitled “Proclaim the Wonders” will be held November 
4–6, 2022. Guest clinicians for the event are Professor 
Dennis Marzolf and Dr. Eric Harstad. Marzolf has been 
at Bethany since the fall of 1984. He directs the Concert 
Choir, is the music director for Bethany Choraliers (Winter 
Musical), and teaches courses in hymnody and liturgics, 
and choral conducting. Harstad discovered his love of 
choral music as a student at Wisconsin Lutheran High 
School, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He has directed a num-
ber of high school and college choirs, and for the past 
ten years has directed the Minnesota Valley Chorale in 
Mankato. He currently teaches vocal music, guitar, and 
elementary music at the Madelia Public Schools.
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